
CITY OF ALBION 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 

Meetings:  First and Third Mondays – 7:00 p.m. 
 

City Council Chambers ♦ Second Floor ♦ 112 West Cass Street ♦ Albion, MI  49224 
 

. 
 
 
 

AGENDA 
 

COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Monday, September 19, 2016 
. 

7:00 P.M. 
 

 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES DURING MEETING 
 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

 
II. MOMENT OF SILENCE TO BE OBSERVED 

 
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
IV. ROLL CALL 

 
V. MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBER’S COMMENTS 

 
 VI.   PRESENTATIONS 
 
  A.   Big Read Presentation-Jess Roberts                     
  B.   SAW Grant-Smoke Testing Results-Jeff Wingard 
  C.   Sister City Proclamation 
 D.   Proclamation-Stg. Kurt Etter Retirement 
 E.    Introduction of PSO Justin Reniger 
  
    

VII. CITIZEN’S COMMENTS (Persons addressing the City Council shall limit their comments to 
                 agenda items only and to no more than five (5) minutes. Proper decorum is required.) 
 

VIII. CONSENT CALENDAR (VV)  
  (Items on Consent Calendar are voted on as one unit) 
•  

A. Approval Regular Council Session Minutes, September 6, 2016 
 

IX. ITEMS FOR INDIVIDUAL DISCUSSION  
 

A.  Request Approval Letter of Understanding for POAM Union (RCV) 
 

B.   Request Approval Resolution # 2016-57, To Approve The Big Read 
             Celebration at Holland Park and Use of Sound  

COUNCIL-MANAGER 
GOVERNMENT 
 
Council members and 
other officials normally in 
attendance. 
 
 
Joseph V. Domingo 
Mayor 
 
Maurice Barnes, Jr. 
Council Member 
1st Precinct 
 
Lenn Reid 
Council Member 
2nd Precinct 
 
Garrett Brown 
Council Member 
3rd Precinct 
 
Rebecca Decker 
Council Member 
4th Precinct 
 
Cheryl Krause 
Council Member  
5th Precinct   
 
Andrew French 
Mayor Pro Tem  
Council Member 
6th Precinct 
 
Sheryl L. Mitchell 
City Manager  
 
 The Harkness Law Firm 
Atty Cullen Harkness  
 
Jill Domingo 
City Clerk 
 
 
NOTICE FOR PERSONS WITH 
HEARING IMPAIR-MENTS 
WHO REQUIRE THE USE OF A 
PORTABLE LISTENING DEVICE   
 
Please contact the City 
Clerk’s office at 
517.629.5535 and a listening 
device will be provided 
upon notification.  If you 
require a signer, please 
notify City Hall at least five 
(5) days prior to the posted 
meeting time. 
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Amplification Equipment (RCV)         
       
C. Discussion/Update on Next Street Project (Irwin Avenue) 

 
 D. Request Approval to Close Cass Street between Superior and  
                       Clinton Beginning at 10 a.m. on Thursday, October 13 through 6   
                       p.m. on October 14, 2016. The Purpose of this Closing would be to 

  Allow Set up for the Event and Space for Guests of the College  
       and City to Participate in the Grand Opening of the Ludington  
      Building, 101 N. Superior, Albion, MI (VV) 
         
E. City Manager Report 
  

              F. Future Agenda Items 
 

G. Motion to Excuse Absent Council Member(s) 
 

X. CITIZENS COMMENTS (Persons addressing the City Council shall limit their comments to no more 
 than five (5) minutes.  Proper decorum is required.) 
 

 
XI.  ADJOURN 
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City of Albion 
City Council Meeting 
September 6, 2016 

 
 
I. Call To Order 
 

Mayor Domingo opened the regular session at 7:00 p.m. 
 

II. Moment of Silence To Be Observed 
 
III. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
IV. Roll Call 

 
Maurice Barnes (1), Lenn Reid (2), Rebecca Decker (4), Cheryl Krause (5), 
Andrew French (6) and Mayor Joe Domingo.  Garrett Brown (3) was absent. 
 
Staff Present:  Sheryl Mitchell, City Manager; Cullen Harkness, City Attorney; Jill 
Domingo, City Clerk; Jim Lenardson, Director Public Services; John Tracy, 
Director, Building, Planning & Code Enforcement; Scott Kipp, Chief Public Safety 
and Tom Mead, Finance Director. 
 

V.        Mayor & Council Member’s Comments 
 

Comments were received from Council Member Barnes. 
 

 VI. Presentations 
 

A. Report of Findings on Redevelopment Ready Community Self-Evaluation-        
    Karen Wieber 
 

Karen Wieber stated the Redevelopment Ready Communities (RRC) is a 
certification program supporting community revitalization and the attraction 
and retention of business. 

 
The basic assessment tool for evaluation is the RRC best practices.  These six 
standards were developed in conjunction with public and private sector experts 
and address key elements of community and economic development.  A 
community must demonstrate that all of the RRC best practice components 
have been met to become RRC certified. 
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The measurement of a community to the best practices is completed through 
the RRC team’s research, observation and interviews, as well as the 
consulting advice and technical expertise of the RRC advisory council. 

 
The six best practices are: 
• Evaluate community planning and how the redevelopment vision is 

embedded in the master plan. 
• Public participation 
• Zoning regulations 
• Development review policy and procedures 
• Redevelopment Ready Sites 
• Economic Development strategy 

 
The next steps are: 
• Adopting a resolution to proceed with RRC program 
• Continue to implement actions toward certification 
• Staff submits quarterly progress reports 
• Certification 

 
This is a multi-year process and has no deadline. 
 
Comments were received from Council Member Krause. 

 
 B. Junior Cadet Program-Harry Bonner Sr. & Chief Kipp 
 

Chief Kipp stated the Cadet program had their first meeting earlier this 
evening.  They began with the history of law enforcement.  They would like the 
program to simulate police academy and become educated and trained in 
what Public Safety does.  They would like the cadets to ask questions and 
understand what it’s like to be a police officer. The cadets will graduate the 
program, be given uniforms and asked to help with special events being held 
in the community. 

 
Harry Bonner Sr. stated there is currently a lot of tension with law enforcement 
and African Americans.  They hope this program will help young people to 
become involved in the community.  He also noted the Junior Cadet program 
is the brother program to the Mayor’s Youth Council. 

 
The members of the Junior Cadet program each introduced themselves to the 
Council.   
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The Mayor’s Youth Council introduced themselves.  They asked for the date of 
the last meeting of the current Council as they would like to honor Mayor 
Domingo for his assistance and guidance given to the Mayor’s Youth Council 
for the past few years. 

 
 C. Presentation & Proclamation-National Recovery Month 
 

Akaiia Ridley, Mayor of the Albion’s Youth Council read aloud the proclamation 
for National Recovery Month and presented to Harry Bonner Sr., Director 
Substance Abuse Prevention Program. 

 
Al Henson thanked the City for recognizing National Recovery Month and 
noted there was a stigma attached to recovery and would like turn this into a 
positive instead of a negative.  He also stated kids need help from adults. 

 
VII. Citizen’s Comments  
 

Comments were received from Sylvia Cheek, 624 N. Ann St; Lonnie Brewer, 
1200 Hillside Rd.; Clarissa Lewis, 703 ValHalla and Council Members Reid and 
Barnes. 

 
VIII. Consent Calendar 
 

A. Approval Regular Council Session Minutes – August 15, 2016 
B. Approval Joint Study Session with Planning Commission Minutes-August 16, 

2016 
C. Approval Joint Special Council Session Minutes with EDC-August 22, 2016 
D. Approval Special Council Session Minutes-August 24, 2016 
E. Approval Special Council Session Minutes-August 30, 2016 

 
 French moved, Krause supported, CARRIED, to approve the Consent 
Calendar as presented. (6-0 vv) 

 
IX. Items for Individual Discussion 
 

A. Request Approval for “Walk the Beat” event held Downtown on October 15, 
2016 from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. (VV) 

 
Comments were received from Council Members French and Krause and 
Clifford Harris, 411 Elizabeth St.  
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French moved, Krause supported, CARRIED, to Approve “Walk the Beat” 
event held Downtown on October 15, 2016 from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m.  as 
presented. (6-0, vv) 
  

B. Request Approval Boards & Commissions Appointments & Reappointments 
(RCV) 

 
• Mike Tymkew, Albion Building Authority, Re-Appointment, Term to Expire 

6-30-2019 
• Elaine Seedorf, Albion Building Authority, Re-Appointment, Term to Expire 

6-30-2019 
• Kevin Markovich, Albion Building Authority, Initial Appointment, Term to 

Expire 6-30-2019 
 

French moved, Krause supported, CARRIED, to Approve Boards & 
Commissions Appointments & Reappointments as presented. (6-0, rcv) 
 

C. Discussion/Approval Resolution # 2016-56, Consumers Energy Easement 
across City of Albion Property for the 101 N. Superior Street Project (RCV) 

 
Comments were received from Council Member Barnes, Mayor Domingo, 
City Manager Mitchell and City Attorney Harkness. 
  

 French moved, Krause supported, CARRIED, to Approve Resolution # 2016-
56, Consumers Energy Easement across City of Albion Property for the 101 
N. Superior Street Project as presented. (6-0, rcv)  

 
D. Discussion-ValHalla Drive Sidewalk Petition 
 

City Manager Mitchell stated she had spoken with petitioners from ValHalla 
Drive who asked for the opportunity to obtain an exemption from the sidewalk 
assessment.  In May, 2016, a notice of public hearing for sidewalk 
exemptions was published in the Albion Recorder, Enews and on the City’s 
website, the opportunity for residents without sidewalks to apply for the 
exemption for the 2016 taxes.  Those who applied were approved at the June 
6, 2016 regular Council meeting.  City Manager Mitchell spoke with the City 
Attorney who felt the City provided proper notification to the residents.  
Although challenging to get the word out, City Manager Mitchell stated she 
would be working on notifying residents next year much earlier and the 
notification would be included on the resident’s tax bill for 2017.  Next year is 
also the last year of the sidewalk assessment. 
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Comments were received from Clarissa Lewis, 703 ValHalla Dr. stated the 
residents of ValHalla Drive would not be receiving sidewalks or the 
exemption. 
 
Elrarene Showers, 805 ValHalla Dr, asked why the residents were not 
exempted when the assessment first began since they were told at that point 
that they would not be receiving sidewalks. 
 
Emerson Rice, 707 ValHalla, feels they shouldn’t be paying taxes for 
sidewalks that they don’t have. 
 
Council Member Reid stated when the assessment began, it was with a 
different Council and Administration.  This Council and Administration are 
trying to let people know what’s going on and to be more transparent. 

 
E.  Request Approval Resolution # 2016-60, City Council Authorizing the 
     Implementation of Recommendations Necessary to Receive Redevelopment  
     Ready Communities Certification from the Michigan Economic Development  
     Corporation (MEDC) (RCV) 
 

French moved, Krause supported, CARRIED, to Resolution # 2016-60, City   
Council Authorizing the Implementation of Recommendations Necessary to  
Receive Redevelopment Ready Communities Certification from the Michigan 
Economic Development Corporation (MEDC) as presented. (6-0, rcv) 
 

F.  City Manager Report 
 

City Manager Mitchell updated the Council with the following: 
 

• The departmental report was included in the packets for Council to review 
• Staff is working hard and the RRC is moving forward 
• Sgt. Etter will be retiring this month from Albion Public Safety. 
• The scrap inventory has been completed and we have received a quote 

from Zicks for the vehicles.  A determination will need to be made whether 
the items are sold to employees or will go to auction. 

 
• Upcoming Special Meetings: 

 
Town Hall Meetings 



 
 
 
 
Page 6 of 8                                                             jdomingo/council minutes/9-6-16 
 
 

Four Town Hall meetings are planned to receive citizen input, regarding 
the draft Phase I Comprehensive Plan.  The first three meetings have 
been scheduled: 

• Wednesday, Sept. 14th at 3:00pm at Tennant Hall located at 600 E 
Michigan Ave., Albion 

• Thursday, Sept. 29th at 10:30am at the Charles Snyder Building located 
at 1300 Cooper St., Albion 

• Thursday, Oct. 13th at 7:00pm at Marshall Alternative High School 
(formerly Albion Community School) located at 225 Watson St., Albion 

• Thursday, Oct. 27th at 7:00pm at Lewis Chapel AME Church located at 
522 W Center St., Albion 

• Other sites and dates to be determined 

 
Council Study Session Meetings 

 
• Wednesday, Sept. 14th at 7:00pm – Land Bank – Development 

Agreements 
• Monday, Sept. 19th at 5:00pm - 6:30pm – Sister City Reception @ Ismon 

House 
• Monday, Sept. 19th at 7:00pm – Council – Sister City Proclamation 
• Monday, Sept. 26th at 7:00pm – Rental Registration & Certification 

Ordinance 
 
 

Comprehensive Master Plan 
 

• Monday, Nov. 28th at 7:00pm – Planning Commission Public Hearing 
• NEED TO SCHEDULE: between Nov. 29 and Dec. 2 – Adoption of 

Comprehensive Plan 
 

Parking Discussion 
 
We are looking to schedule a “Downtown Parking Discussion” on 
Wednesday, Sept. 28th (tentative: 6:30pm at Cascarelli’s) to cover topics like: 

•  What are best practice examples in handling downtown parking? 
•  What questions should Albion consider in analyzing its downtown parking 

situation? 

Additional Community Functions: 
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• Harry Bonner Sr. has received the W.D. Boyce Leadership award from the 
Boy Scouts of America and will be honored Thursday, September 8, 2016 
at 7:30 a.m. at Schulers Restaurant, Marshall. 

• The Omicron Delta Kappa, Albion College will hold a Remembering 9/11: 
15 year anniversary event being held on Sunday, September 11, 2016 at 8 
p.m. at the Albion College Quad, by the rock.  The community is invited to 
attend. 

Council Member French stated that WOW Cable is now charging residents an 
additional charge to receive a paper bill.  He feels many residents are unable 
to afford this and would like the City to draft language opposing this increase 
for our residents. 

I.    Future Agenda Items 
 

No future agenda items were requested. 
   
J.  Motion to Excuse Absent Council Member (s) (VV) 
 

French moved, Reid supported, CARRIED, to excuse Council Member Brown 
(6-0, vv) 

 
X. Citizen’s Comments 
 

Comments were received from Marcola Lawler, 918 N. Berrien St. and Kathryn 
Delapas, 309 Lincoln St. 

  
 
XI. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 The City Manager requests an Executive Session under the Open Meetings Act 

(Section 15.268 (a), P.A. 267 of 1976, as amended) to consider the dismissal, 
suspension, or discipling of, or to hear complaints or charges brought against, or 
to consider a periodic personnel evaluation of a public officer, employee, or staff 
member of individual agent, if the named person requests a closed hearing. 

 
 French moved, Krause supported, CARRIED, to Adjourn to Executive Session. 
 
 Mayor Domingo adjourned to Executive Session at 8:18 p.m. 
 
 Mayor Domingo re-adjourned the regular council session at 8:47 p.m. 
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XII. Discussion/Approval of City Manager Contract (RCV) 
 
 Comments were received from City Manager Mitchell and City Attorney 

Harkness. 
 
 French moved, Decker supported, CARRIED, Approval of City Manager Contract 

terms with a contract forthcoming that supports the approved terms. (6-0, rcv) 
 
 
XIII. Adjournment 
 

 Barnes moved, Decker supported, CARRIED, to adjourn council session. (6-0 vv) 
 
Mayor Domingo adjourned the meeting at 8:55 p.m. 
 

 
 
__________________    _________________________ 

Date      Jill Domingo    
        City Clerk 

 









RESOLUTION #2016-57 
 

To Approve The Big Read Celebration at Holland Park and Use of Sound 
Amplification Equipment 

 
Purpose and Finding: In October 2016, Albion is celebrating The Big Read, which is a 
program of the National Endowment for the Arts in partnership with Arts Midwest. The 
Big Read celebration will be filled with programming aimed at bringing our community 
together around Ray Bradbury’s dystopian novel Fahrenheit 451.  The afternoon of 
October 1st, includes a kick-off event, a parade and celebration at the Historic Holland 
Park, which will include circus performers, live music, local vendors, crafts, and lots of 
fun. 
 
The Albion City Council is being requested to approve the sound application for the 
event at Holland Park. In accordance with Section 62-7, no sound amplification 
equipment may be used in any city park without the prior permission of the city council. 
Permission shall be granted in the reasonable discretion of the city council based on 
whether such sound amplification will be likely to interfere with residents in the area of 
the park or with the ordinary use of the park by the public. The city council in granting 
permission may attach such conditions as it deems necessary, including but not limited 
to the specific location of the equipment, the time of use and the maximum noise level 
at which such sound amplification equipment may be operated.  
 
Council Member ____________ moved, supported by Council Member 
_______________, to approve the following resolution 
 
 
RESOLVED, that the City of Albion approves the festivities to be held by The Big Read 
at Holland Park, on October 1, 2016 (or rescheduled rain date), including the 
appropriate use of sound amplification equipment. 
 
I hereby certify that the above resolution was adopted on September 19, 2016 in a 
regular session of the Albion City Council, and this is a true copy of that resolution. 
 
Ayes  _____ 
 
Nays  _____ 
 
Absent _____ 
 
 
_____________________________    September 19, 2016 
Jill Domingo, Clerk 



From: Mickey Bittner [mailto:mbittner@wightman-assoc.com]  
Sent: Friday, August 26, 2016 7:33 AM 
To: Jim Lenardson <jlenardson@cityofalbionmi.gov> 
Subject: RE: Small Urban Application for Irwin Ave. 
 
Hi Jim 
 
Your message was from Fred Nagler (pronounced like Noggler) of the Kalamazoo Area 
Transportation Study (KATS).   
 
I believe the City was on the list for 2018 funding in the amount of $375,000 from the 
Albion-Marshall Small Urban Group.  This project included Finley to Woodlawn.  Due to 
the size of the project, we also applied for $375,000 of Category F funding from MDOT 
(the same thing we did for W. Erie).  We are hoping to hear back on that in the late 
fall.  If we receive that, we will design it during 2017 and bid it in January or February 
2018 for optimum pricing, and construct it in the 2018 construction season. 
 
Please let me know if you would like for me to contact Fred. 
 
Mickey E. Bittner, P.E. 
Wightman & Associates, Inc. 
Engineering | Architecture | Surveying | Environmental 
O: 269.673.8465 | D: 269.692.9338 | C: 269.266.2159  
264 Western Avenue | Allegan, MI 49010 | www.wightman-assoc.com 
Follow us on Facebook and LinkedIn.  
 
Celebrating 70 years in 2016! Proud to be named the 2016 Large Firm of the Year by the American 
Council of Engineering Companies of Michigan! 
 
This email and any attachments with it are intended only for the addressee(s) and may contain confidential 
information. 

 

mailto:mbittner@wightman-assoc.com
mailto:jlenardson@cityofalbionmi.gov
http://www.wightman-assoc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Wightman-Associates-Inc-167062449971896/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wightman-&-associates-inc-
http://www.acecmi.org/firm-of-the-year.html
http://www.acecmi.org/firm-of-the-year.html


 

 
 

611 EAST PORTER STREET, ALBION, MI 49224 | P 517/629-1000| www.albion.edu 

9/13/16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sheryl Mitchell 
City of Albion 
112 W. Cass Street 
Albion, MI 49224 
 
Dear Sheryl; 
 
We would like to request the closing of Cass Street between Superior and Clinton beginning at 10 a.m. on 
Thursday, October 13 through 6 p.m. on October 14, 2016. The purpose of this closing would be to allow 
set up for the event and space for guests of the College and City to participate in the Grand Opening of 
the Ludington Building, 101 N. Superior, Albion, MI, located on the corner of Cass and Superior Streets. 
 
While the actual event does not start until noon on October 14, the tent and porta-potties will be 
delivered on Thursday, October 13 for set up. 
 
Thanks! 
 
 
 
Bob Anderson 
Vice President for Alumni Relations and Development 
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